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bird. The other young escaped. On July 19 Mr. Gilbert caught one of 
these young birds alive. It lived through the day, probably dying from 
starvation, as enough caterpillars could not be found for it. The 
adult female measured 18 inches in extent and 13 inches in length. 
Its stomach, Mr. Gilbert says, contained the remains of caterpillars. This 
is, I believe, the first record of the capture of this species in Washington. 
— R. H. Lawrence, Portland, Oregon. 

Original Description of Lewis's Woodpecker. — This is found in the 
'Journal' of Patrick Gass (12 mo., Pittsburgh, 1807, p., 224); consequently 
four years before it was named Picus torquatus by Wilson (Am. Orn. Ill, 
1811, p. 31, pi. 20, fig. 3), and seven years before Lewis and Clarke's own 
notice (Hist, of the Exped., 1st Am. ed., II, 1814, p. 187). Gass was the 
famous Irish Sergeant of the Expedition of i8o4-'6; his 'Journal' notices 
many of the mammals and birds which we are in the habit of supposing 
to have been first described in the narrative of his commanding officers 
which did not appear till seven years after his own book. The 'Journal' 
went through at least four American (1807, 1810, 1811, 1812) editions, and 
an English one (1808). All the American editions were identical (pp. i- 
viii, 9-262) and may be cited by pages indifferently. Gass describes the 
bird thus: "... and woodpeckers of a different kind from any I had 
ever seen before. They are about the size of the common red-headed 
woodpecker; but are all black except the belly and neck, where the ends 
of the feathers are tipped with a deep red but this tipping extends to so 
short a distance on the feathers that at a distance the bird looks wholly 
black." The locality is the headwaters of Clearwater River, in the 
Bitter Root Mountains, Idaho; the dateof entry in the Journal is June 12, 
1806. — Elliott Coues, Cranberry, N. C. 

Myiarchus nuttingi in Arizona. — During a recent trip through southern 
Arizona, Mr. J. Alden Loring and the writer had occasion to stop at Tuc- 
son for a few days. The objective point near that place was Rillito Creek, 
which lies a few miles north of the town and which is, except during the 
rainy season, a dry wash. It was visited on June 12, 1892, through the 
kindness of Mr. Herbert Brown who, besides showing many other favors, 
devoted the entire day to driving about among the groves of mesquit and 
giant cactus, so we might collect what specimens we wanted. While thus 
occupied we flushed a Flycatcher from an old Woodpecker's hole in a giant 
cactus, and secured it, together with four fresh eggs. 

On comparing the specimen with the type in the National Museum it 
proved to be Myiarchus nuttingi, a small southern representative of M. cin- 
erascens, a species not yet recorded from the United States. Subsequently 
Mr. Loring took another female at Prescott, Arizona, on June 22, and in 
the Department of Agriculture Collection there is still another female 
specimen taken by Mr. Vernon Bailey, at Oracle, Arizona, June 15, 1889. 
It would seem, therefore, that the species is not rare in portions of Ari- 
zona. — A. K. Fisher, Washington, D. C. 
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Perisoreus canadensis in Massachusetts. — While on Mount Graylock, 
in Berkshire County, Massachusetts, June 18, 1892, Mr. Wm. W. Colburn 
and myself observed the presence of a Canada Jay. — Robert O. Morris, 
Springfield, Mass. 

Up to Date. — My friend, Mr. Wood, tells me that on two occasions he 
has seen the English Sparrow catching insects at night about an electric 
light and carrying them to her young; while the chirping of the young in 
other nests indicated that they, too, were accustomed to being fed at night. 
Raising vegetables by electric light may be a good thing, but raising Eng- 
lish Sparrows in this manner is of more than doubtful utility. — F. A. 
Lucas, Washington, D. C. 

Abnormal Eggs of Spizella socialis. — On July 4, 1892, at Lake Grove, 
Long Island, New York, I secured a remarkable set of four eggs of the 
Chipping Sparrow {Spizella socialis). Instead of the normal greenish 
blue, the ground color of the eggs is a dirty or greenish white ; they are 
thickly specked, spotted and blotched all over, more thickly at the larger 
end, where the spots become confluent, with dark russet-brown and a few 
faint blotches of lavender. Their average size, .73 X .55 inch, is slightly 
greater than the average of six sets in my collection, which is .68 X .53 
inch. Their shape is rather more pointed than is usual in eggs of this 
species, yet they can be quite closely matched, both in shape and size, by 
eggs from my collection. They were nearly hatched. I saw the bird on 
the nest on four or five different occasions, as I wished to fully satisfy my- 
self of the identity of the eggs. — Arthur H. Howell, Brooklyn, N. T. 

Vireo olivaceus in British Columbia and Washington. — Mr. Chap- 
man's recent record (Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., N. Y., Vol. Ill, 1890, 
p. 149) of the presence of the Red-eyed Vireo at Ducks and Ashcroft, 
British Columbia, was the first intimation that has been given of this 
bird's occurrence anywhere west of the Rocky Mountains ; and though 
the western limit of its known range was thus greatly extended, it re- 
mained a doubtful question whether the species was to be found through- 
out the intermediate country, or whether these localities might not be 
isolated, outlying portions of its habitat. The latter view seems improb- 
able in the light of the facts I have now to record. 

On July 27 and 28, 1891, I made a trip on a small steamboat from 
Golden. B. C, a little town on the Canadian Pacific Railway, up the 
Columbia River to its source in Lake Windermere, about a hundred miles 
southeast of Golden, and on the 29th I returned by the same route. The 
deck of a moving steamboat is not the most favorable point from which to 
observe the small birds on the river's bank, yet on the way up I heard five 
Red-eyes singing, and on the return trip I noted nine. Several of them I 
was able to see satisfactorily. This upper reach of the Columbia, lying in 
a narrow valley between the Rockies and the Selkirks, is about a hundred 
and fiftv miles east of Ducks. 



